ANNIVERSARY HISTORY
OF THE

DIXON PUBLIC LIBRARY
79 Years Since 1872
55 Years Since 1896
50 Years Since 1901

0. B. Dodge Library Building
Dedicated February 16, 1901

DIXON PUBLIC LIBRARY
Dixon, Illinois
1951
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FACSIMILE OF INVITATION, 1901

FIRST BOARD OF TRUSTEES
0. B. Dodge
J. C. Ayres
J. B. Charters
B. F. Shaw

G. H. Squires
J. B. Dille
William Jenkins
J. C. Jocelyn
E. E. Wingert

The Dixon Public Library
The Dixon Public Library traces its history from 1872 when
the Dixon Hose Co. No. 1 began its small subscription library. In
the book collection today many of the basic books of biography,
history, and travel, which no library can be without, still contain
the old book plates from this beginning as the Hose Company
Library.
For a short time the library was open to members of the
Hose Company only, but in 1873 it became a public subscription
library open to men for a fee of one dollar a year or a gift of one
book a year. It was open then only on Sunday afternoons.
In 1879 occurred a great innovation; a Ladies' Night was
inaugurated! Ladies were permitted to borrow books on Friday
evenings. The men apparently still used the library on Sundays.
In 1884 this Ladies' Night was changed to Wednesday night.
There seems to have been no major change from that time
until 1895. The library continued to grow and add a few books
each year. By then public libraries supported by an annual tax
levy were becoming more numerous, and members of the Hose
Company approached Mayor C . H. Hughes and the City Council
offering their library to the city on this basis. On May 17, 1895
the council passed the ordinance establishing a city library to be
known as the Dixon Public Library. Since it requires a year for
a municipality to levy and collect funds, the Hose Company continued to operate the library until June 1, 1896. At that time they
turned their collection of 2600 volumes over to the first library
board appointed by the mayor and the council. By Illinois statute
under city form of government the library has nine trustees
appointed by the mayor and city council for terms of three years
each with staggered terms, three expiring each year, for which
service they may receive no compensation. All of the members
of this first board were men important in Dixon business, educational, and civic affairs:
B. Dodge, J.
Ayres, J. B. Charters,
B. F.
G. H.
J. B. Dille, William Jenkins, J.
Jocelyn,
and E. E. Wingert.
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When the Dixon Hose Company was operating the library,
it was located at 121 East First
where it remained until
it moved into the luxurious new home at 221
Hennepin
Avenue where it is today.
This handsome stonefaced building in Romanesque style and the site
on which it stands were
a gift to the city from the
m a n o n t h e original
board of trustees w h o
first served as president
and continued to serve in
that capacity until his
death in 1919 B.
Dodge. At the city council meeting of August 4,
1899, Mr. Dodge offered
to build a library build
ing on this site and give
it to the city. It was to be
kn o w n a s 1he "O . B.
Dodge Library Building",
and above the big central
B.
desk facing all the people
who come in are these
words in mosaic.
At the time Mr. Dodge gave his gift to Dixon, it was valued
at $20,000; in 1950 the building alone is valued at $150,000 and
the site at $10,000.
The architect for the building was Morrison H. Vail, and the
contractor, W. J. McAlpine, both local men.
On Saturday, February 16, 1901, the 0. B. Dodge Library
Building was formally opened to the citizens of Dixon. The librarians, Miss Elizabeth Camp and Miss Mary F. Wynn, held
open house for the children in the morning and the adults in the
afternoon; music was furnished by W. H. Smith's orchestra.
Engraved invitations asked "Yourself and Ladies" to the
Dedicatory Exercises at 7:30 in the evening with B. F. Shaw as
chairman. Mr. Dodge formally presented his gift to the city of
Dixon, Mayor C. H. Hughes accepted for the city; Mr. E. E. Win-
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gert spoke for the library board and Judge R. S. Farrand accepted for the citizens of Dixon. This service lasted thirty minutes.
Henderson's Orchestra stationed on the balcony played for the
evening, and for the occasion American Beauty roses were sent
from Chicago by personal friends of Mr. Dodge. Five-hundredeighty-five people visited the library that day.
The personnel of the board had changed since 1896. Seven
of the men were the same; Dodge, Ayres, Charters, Shaw,
Squires, Dille, Wingert; the two new members were E. C. Parsons,
who served as secre tary for over twenty years, and Charles W.
Groves.

CUMINS' BEQUEST
In 1902 the library inherited $15,000 from the estate of Theron
Cumins. The will itself is a model in wording, it read:
"In case the city of
Dixon, or said Board of
Directors, does not at the
time the bequest herein
made payable is ready
to be paid, own a suitable building for the use
and occupation of such
public library, then t h e
said Board of Directors
may, with the advice and
consent of the City Council of said City, use and
expend such fund in the
purchase of a lot and the
erection of a suitable
building or the purchase
of a suitable building in
which to locate and maintain such a public library,
THERON CUMINS
but in case such building
has already been provided, or in case said Board of Directors
and City Council do not deem it advisable to expend such fund
in procuring or building in the manner aforesaid, then it is my
will and I do hereby order and direct that said Board of Directors
shall invest said sum in the best securties and at the highest rate
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of interest obtainable with entire safety to the principal of the
fund and the annual interest received therefrom shall be used in
making additions to such library and in such other ways as may
be for the best interest thereof in the discretion of such Board
of Directors, provided, that in case of such investment of the fund
hereby bequeathed the same shall be kept separate and apart
from all other funds raised and donated for the benefit of such
library. It being my desire that the fund hereby bequeathed shall
be known as the 'Theron Cumins Fund'."
This will was dated May 17, 1895 which was the same date
the City Council passed the ordinance establishing the Dixon
Public Library. The terms were flexible, allowing for changing
conditions. By the time the bequest was paid, the library had
already occupied the 0. B. Dodge Library Building for a year.
Therefore the principal was invested and for many years the
interest was used to buy books while the new building was being furnished and equipped. Each book purchased with this
money carried the "Theron Cumins Fund" book plate. Many,
many books in the collection today bear this label. In later years
the policy was changed and the income allowed to accumulate
for major expenses and improvements. It was a great aid in securing the new lighting which has so transformed the building. In
1950 a card catalog cabinet for the Children's Department, a
permanent piece of furniture, was purchased from this fund.
When the time comes to plan some farm of building expansion,
which seems near, the interest on this largest single bequest will
probably again be applied to this major improvement.
By 1901 the library book collection had grown to about 4,000
volumes. In 1951 the total collection is approximately 30,000
volumes including bound magazines and newspapers. Dixon
has proved worthy of these gifts. The building has been kept
in good repair which was sometimes a great financial struggle,
and the well-selected book collection has grown steadily through
fifty years. Most of the books which were important to a public
library in a small city may be found in this collection. All this
Dixon made possible by the annual tax levy. The city has given
to the support of the library much more in taxes than the combined total of the above two gifts. The library tax is a special
tax limited by law and levied on real estate within the corporate
limits of the City of Dixon only. Dixon has the lowest library tax
rate in Lee County. It has never levied the maximum permitted
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without referendum (.6 of a mill) although many Illinois cities
levy up to 1 mill which is the maximum permitted when approved
by referendum.
For many years the library was open on Sunday afternoons,
but with the increase of automobiles, good highways, and the
coming of movies and radio, libraries are no longer open on
Sundays. In Dixon the library also closes on those holidays when
both schools and businesses close, and on Thursday afternoons
during the summer months only.

LOCAL HISTORY COLLECTION
The Dixon library is particularly proud of the Local History
Collection. Although far from complete, it is a sizable and very
useful colection of books, pamplets, and pictures relating to the
early history of Illinois, Dixon, and Lee County. The nucleus was
the gift to the library in 1922 of the William Barge Collection by
his brother, Charles Barge. From that beginning it has grown.
Among the choicest items are the handwritten diaries of Charles
E. Hubbard, early Lee County pioneer, given to the library by
J. B. Lennon, and the scrapbooks made by Frank Stevens and
donated to the library by his daughter, Mrs. Grace Stevens
Hicks. This collection, housed on the second floor of the library,
is still growing and any gift of material on local subjects is
always welcomed.
This collection also includes the genealogical material
purchased by the local chapter of the D. A. R.
The most nearly complete file of the DIXON TELEGRAPH in
existence and other papers published in Dixon are included in
local history material. Bound and shelved on special shelving
they are housed in a specially unheated room in the basement.
Because of their rarity, but more especially because of their
fragility (newsprint will endure no abuse) this room is kept
locked and only legitimate reference use is permitted. The 1930
edition of the DIXON EVENING TELEGRAPH published at the
time the city celebrated its centennial has been reinforced by
lamination to permit steady use. The same process probably will
be used to preserve the forthcoming centennial anniversary
edition of the paper.
In recent years by agreement the B. F. Shaw Printing Company, publishers of the DIXON EVENING TELEGRAPH, mails
each day a copy of the paper directly to the bindery. Every three
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months the bound volume is sent to the library by the bindery
and the library pays this bill.
A partial index to the volumes of the TELEGRAPH which the
library owns has been made and is filed on cards. This index
is conveniently located for use by the public and the library staff.

GIFTS
The building itself was the greatest single gift to the library
with Mr. Cumins' second. However there have been many others
- varying amounts of money and other items of interest and
value. Miss Abigail Haskell bequeathed $1,000 to the library for
books. This was the third largest gift. The big grandfather's clock
which stands inside the front door was a gift from S. S. Dodge.
The bronze bust of Abraham Lincoln by the sculptor Leonard
Volk which now stands in the Lincoln Alcove was given by Mrs.
Anna Ayres Dement. Also hanging in the Lincoln Alcove is a
photograph of young Lincoln as "The Captain" by the sculptor
Leonard Crunelle; this picture was taken by James R. Palmer of
Rock Island who gave the print to the library.
The local Lions Club gave a projected book machine. It
throws the printed pages of the book on the ceiling. The service
is designed for use with patients who must lie flat on their backs.
Both the Service Club and Wah-Tan-Ye Club have given money
for the books on film. The collection of films include a few titles
suitable for any taste. The machine and the films may be borrowed by calling the library.
Every year St. Anne's Study Guild gives a number of good
books which add to the growth of the religious section of the
library.
The library has received a number of books as gifts in
memory of friends. The Dixon Woman's Club gives a memorial
volume for each deceased member.
The will of Robert H. Howell, entered for probate in 1949,
left his estate jointly to two people with the Dixon Public Library
named as devisee after the decease of both prior devisees. The
building at the northwest corner of First and Peoria Streets will
become the property of the library sometime in the future.
Many items including Dr. Oliver Everett's fossils were given
to the museum which was formerly located on the balcony at
the library.
After the Loveland Community House was completed all
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the museum items were moved to the upper floor of that building. This left the library balcony free for library purposes. Today
it is devoted to non-current books and files of magazines used
for reference. Many of these books are excellent and necessary
to any balanced collection but are not in daily use.
In 1899 when the plans for this library building were drawn
and accepted, it was considered most spacious; neither Mr.
Dodge nor the architect- nor others who were designing library
buildings then-could foresee the phenominal growth of public
libraries in America. The plans they approved were the finest
and much larger than many others of that day. Today every foot
of wall, stack and shelf space is crowded; old books are carefully
weighed for value, popular favorites bought in duplicate are
reduced to a single copy as soon as they are superseded by new
favorites; gift books (particularly many-volume sets or book club
selections). are accepted with rese rvations, except local history
material. The problem of expansion- remodel the balcony or
reduce the book collection, which?-is the almost immediate
prospect. These men built well but in fifty years their dream of
a vital institution serving an interested and appreciative community has been much more than realized.
Dixon people young and old- more than in many communities- use their library. They do not merely admire a fine
building, well-lighted and attractive; they use the books, pamphlets, magazines, newspapers, and recordings which make a
library truly function. Dixon is something of an answer to a
librarian's dream because the people use the library. To a librarian the ideal situation carried to the ultimate would be one
in which every item allowed to circulate went out every two
weeks- that only the reference works remained on the shelves!
Dixon is not like that, not nearly enough Dixon people use their
public library, but a rather satisfying proportion do.
The living and vital quality of such an institution lies in its
response to the inquiries and needs of the people whose library
it is. This means a policy on the part of the administration to
listen to all requests, buy the books or other material requested
if enough interest warrants, or borrow from another library for
the isolated request, or when the budget precludes purchase.
This the Dixon Public Library has always tried to do.
Mr. Cumins' generosity enabled the library to install new
lighting which necessitated expensive re-wiring throughout the
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building. The same summer the interior was redecorated for the
first time in many years. Such major improvements are crippling
to any library operating under the Illinois law which states that
each years' tax income is for "annual maintenance and operation", permitting no cumulated cushion of reserve or contingent fund. And even with help from the interest on the Cumins'
Fund, lean days came on the Dixon Public Library.

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY
Early in 1948 there was barely enough money for operating expenses and none for books. At that time the Friends of the
Dixon Public Library was organized with Harold Cook as chairman. Almost three hundred individuals, firms and organizations
proved Friends indeed in the library hour of need. The money
given (about one thousand dollars) took care of the book budget
until the new tax funds were available late that spring. A special
book plate was adopted which is still used for books purchased
with Friends of the Library funds. Every January and February
since then this organization has collected "dues" of $1.00 or more
to be used for the library, chiefly for books of lasting or permanent value.

MUSIC IN THE LIBRARY
However in 1949 the library inaug urated a collection of recorded music for circulating just as books do. That year the
Friends' money was used for this project. This innovation in the
library proved so successful, particularly in the winter months,
that the 1950 dues were designated for books or recordings. (No
tax money has ever been spent for recordings.)
Simultaneous with the beginning of the circulating record
collection the library began a Listeners' Course in Music, using
recordings to illustrate it. Mrs. Margaret J. Powers and Herbert
Charnpain have given generously of their time, energy, and
knowledge in these evenings through the winter seasons of
1949, 1949-50, 1950.
In the winter of 1949-50 the library sponsored a series of
concerts by Herbert Champain and Joel Rice, of Sterling. All
money received was used to buy recordings for the library collection. This made a very substantial g ift for which the borrowers
of the recordings have been very grateful.
In the beginning only the best of the classics (Bach, Beethoven, etc.) were purchased, b ut in the fall of 1950 a policy was
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adopted of adding the best of the popular musical comedies
("Oklahoma", "South Pacific", etc.).
A regular part of each week at the library during the winter
season is a concert of recorded music played on the library
:ecord player. With this fine machine on the balcony, the western
alcove there makes a good setting for these concerts.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
To insure steady and continuous growth of any institution
requires care and devotion of both the policy-making body (the
Board of Trustees) and the administration (the staff). Dixon has
been very fortunate in the calibre of these two essential factors
during more than fifty years. Among the men appointed to the
original board most of them served faithfully until death. Mr.
Dodge was president until 1919; after his death Jason C. Ayres
was president until he died in 1924. Others who served in those
early years included H. W. Baldwin, John Erwin, William Jenkins,
L. B. Neighbor, C. J. Rosbrook, and E. W. Smith.
In 1918 the first women were appointed; Miss Ruth Dysart
who served for thirty years, and Mrs. H. C. Warner who is president for the term 1950-51. Serving also in 1918 were: C. H. McKenney, J. B. Lennon, who was secretary during many of the
twenty-four years he served, W. F. Hogan, F. D. Dana besides
0. B. Dodge, J. C. Ayres, and E. C. Parsons. Upon the death of Mr.
Dodge, Amos Bosworth, grandnephew of Mr. Cumins, was appointed to the board and after the death of Mr. Ayres became
president which he remained until January, 1949 when he resigned just before his death.
Women have continued to be appointed. The proportion
maintained today is five women to four men. In addition to the
nine people serving today the following have served at some
time between 1919 and 1950: George A. Campbell, George C.
Dixon, W. H. Badger, Sr., H. U. Bardwell, Miss Caroline Pratt,
E. B. Raymond, Lee Redfern who served eighteen years, Miss
Dorothy Jane Dodd, Mrs. Helene Henderson Forsythe, Mrs. Clara
M. Hintz, and Carl Plowman.
The board today consists of: Mrs. H. C. Warner, president,
(1918)*, Miss Dorothy Armington, (1930)*, William Haefliger,
(1935)*, Mrs. John Devine, (1938)*, Mrs. Margaret Richards,
(1942)*, Robert Preston (1942)*, Mrs. Anna Moore (1949)*, Louis
Berrettini (1949)*, and Carl Matson (1950)*.

* (Date

appointed)
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LIBRARY BOARD
Standing: William Haelliger, Mrs. Margaret Richards, Mrs Anna Moore,
Carl Matson, Louis Berrettini. Seated: Mrs. H. C Warner, President, Mrs
John Devine, Miss Dorothy Armington, Robert Preston, Vice President.

All of these peopie have given time, intelligence and experience to the success of the Dixon Public Library without compensation or presuming personal privilege.

LIBRARY STAFF
However the finest board will be handicapped without a
good staff. Their first responsibility is to secure the funds and the
staff for operating the library. The Dixon Trustees have discharged this duty well and been fortunate in securing librarians
who served not only wisely and well but for long periods; Miss
Elizabeth Camp, Miss Mary Wynn, Miss Mary Morgan (Mrs.
Clyde Smith), Mrs. Margaret Scriven, and Miss Ruth Morris.
The entire city was saddened in 1925 by the death of Miss
Mary Wynn who had been librarian from the beginning in 1896
until about a month before she died.
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In recent years the tenure has not been so long: Joe Langston, Miss Elizabeth Johnson, and Bernice W . Karraker (Mrs. 0.
M.), the present librarian who came late in 1948.

PART-TIME STAFF
right: Mrs. J. B. Lennon, Telegraph

Reading from left to
Indexer, Miss Leva
Missman, Desk Assistant, Nancy Whitcombe, Page, Miss Helen Miller, Desk
Assistant & Stenographer, Mrs A. F. Moore, Desk Assistant & Cataloger,
Miss Ruth Morris, Desk Assistant.
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BERNICE W. KARRAKER (MRS. O. M )
Librarian and Secretary of the Board

The city of Dixon may justifiably be proud of its public
library, a fine one for a small mid-western city. This multiple
anniversary year- seventy-nine years since 1872, fifty-five years
since 1896, fifty years since 1901- is an impressive one. For at
least fifty-five years the entire city has shared in the responsibility. In this commemoration of the dedication fifty years ago
of a building and an idea- both are rededicated to the service
of the community which in turn is re-dedicated to the responsibility and support of this institution.
Despite national and international crises the public library
will continue as long as the nation survives. America must have
faith in itself and its institutions. The great free public library
system stands besides the public schools and the secret ballot
itself as symbols of democracy. It is significant that the great
impetus to the public library movement in the United States
should have come in 1876 with the formation of the American
Library Association- just 100 years after the adoption of the
Declaration of Independence. And the Dixon Public Library
antedates this pivotal date in library history.
-12-

CURRENT PERIODICAL ALCOVE
The Library subscribes to sixty-five magazines and three
daily newspapers, and receives many gift subscriptions including two daily papers. Non-current issues of most of the
magazines circulate like books.

COMPARATIVE STATISTICS
Valuation

1901
1949

$ 1,675,046*
$44,035,217**

*

**

50 % Val.
100
Val.

Library Tax

0.146
.042

Population

7,917
11,532

Circulation

(Nov.) 1789
(Nov.) 8032

Book
Collection

4,000
30,000

CHILDREN'S DEPARTMENT
Most popular department of the library.

LIBRARY HOURS
Winter Months: 10:00 a. m. - 9:00 p. m.
Sept. - June: Daily except Sundays & holidays.
Summer Months: 10:00 a . m. - 8:00 p. m.
June 1 until after Labor Day: Daily except Sundays &
Thursdays, 10:00 a. m. - 1:00 p. m.

